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Sir: 

This is in response to a communication from the examiner, dated September 23, 2002, 
wherein the examiner required restriction to one of the following allegedly distinct 
inventions: 

Group I: Claims 1-8, directed to a genetically modified bacterial strain 
Corynebacterium glutamicum. 



Group II: Claim 9, directed to a protein with the sequence of SEQ ID No. 
3 or SEQ ID No.: 4. 

Group HI: Claims 10-12, directed to a polynucleotide and plasmid. 



Group IV: Claims 13-16, directed to the use of a bacterial strain for the 
production of the desired substance. 
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Group V: Claim 17, directed to the use of a bacterial strain, a protein, a 
polynucleotide or a plasmid in a reporter system. 



Group VI: Claims 18 and 19, directed to a reporter system. 



ELECTION 



The applicants elect, without traverse, for further prosecution on the merits the claims of 
Group I (claims 1-8). 
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